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CAMP FILLMOKE, COLO. TEE.. Nay .28, 1804.
Lieut J. S. MAYNARD,
A. A. A. G., Dist. of Colorado, Denver City, Colo. Ter.:
SIR : I have the honor to inform you that I have just received from Major Wynkoop an order for this company to mareli^ without delay and report to the commanding officer at Fort Lyon for duty. The major says:
I have received information that Lieutenant Eayre's command have nearly all been killed by the Cheyenne Indians at some place over on Smoky Hill Fork. I have already'used all the means in my power to ascertain the correctness of the report and know not what moment I may be obliged to start with a large command to his assistance.
For the following reasons I cannot comply as promptly as I could wish with the foregoing order, viz: I have not a single team or •wagon with which to transport the company and its stores, but ani advised by Captain Backus that the company teams would leave Denver on the 25th instant. I will march as soon as transportation arrives unless orders are received to the contrary. Two sections of the battery left this camp on Wednesday, 25th instant, for Lyon. Your obedient servant.
GEO. L. SHOUP, First Lieutenant, First Cavalry of Colorado.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST,
Milwaukee, Wis., May 28, 1SC4 Brig. Gen. H. H. SIBLEY,
Commanding District of Minnesota:
GENERAL: Your letter of the 24th instant, covering ^reports of Maj. J. R. Brown, dated May 14 and 15, has been received. Dispatches from General Sully have also been received this morning dated at Sioux City, May 22. He reports the Tetoiis and Yankto-nais concentrated near mouth of Heart River. They undertook a raid upon "Fort Pierre, but were repulsed and followed across the Missouri, losing their blankets, robes, &c. The Missouri was rising at the date of his letter, with good prospects of a sufficient stage in the river. In relation to the Sissetons and Cutheads who propose to surrender and locate at Devil's Lake, I think you had best not insist upon their proceeding to Devil's -Lake until we can have forces in that quarter. They can remain upon the upper Cheyenne or such other place as you may designate for the present. I think also that as soon as it is apparent that there is not likely to be any more small raids on the frontier, you had better send the large part ^of the mounted force at Abercrombie, re-enforced as far as judicious by mounted men from other posts, to make an expedition up the Cheyenne to the neighborhood of Devil's Lake, or beyond if no-considerable enemy is found there. It will serve the better to leave the Red River Valley and to satisfy the peacefully disposed Indians that the Government is able to assure their safety. Whatever measures are necessary to control the half-breeds of the British colonies, as far as their "hunting in this country and their aid and advice to the Sioux to war upon us are concerned, you are authorized to put in force. Doubtless those suggested in your letter will be efficient. I hope we shall be able to supply post at Devil's Lake, and establishlso sent forward with them.
